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CAMBORNE  - REDRUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 

In  presenting  my  report  for  1953  I find  little  of  note  to  comment 
on  in  the  general  health  matters  of  the  district.  I have,  however, 
drawn  attention  to  the  serious  results  which  can  arise  from  the 
application  of  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  as  it  stands 
at  present.  I am  very  pleased  to  see  that  the  very  aspect  which  I 
have  stressed  here  is  at  present  the  subject  of  Government  enquiry 
and  that  suggestions  have  been  put  forward  by  responsible 
authorities  somewhat  on  the  lines  that  I have  suggested  here. 

I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

G.  D.  K.  NEEDHAM, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A . 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIALS  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

▲ ff"  A * 


AREA 

1 . Statistics. 

Area  22,411  acres 

Estimated  mid  year  home  population  33,380 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  1.57 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  11,773 

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre...  .52 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.0 

Rateable  value  £149,959 

Product  of  a penny  rate  £596 


2.  Industrial  Position  of  the  District. 


The  number  of  persons  insured  under  the  National  Insurance 
Acts  in  the  Redruth  and  Camborne  areas  at  31st  December,  1953, 
was  : — 


Males 

Over  the  age  of  18  years  \ 

Under  the  age  of  18  years  j 


Females  Total 

4,219  15,077 


The  number  of  unemployed  insured  persons  at  31st  December, 
1953,  was  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Over  the  age  of  18  years 

Camborne  

248 

34 

282 

Redruth  

301 

89 

390 

Totals  

549 

123 

672 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  the  age  of  18  years 

Camborne  

3 

2 

5 

Redruth  

15 

15 

30 

Totals  

18 

17 

35 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

3.  Births. 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

251 

224 

475 

Illegitimate  

1 1 

12 

23 

Totals  

262 

236 

498 
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4.  Birth  Rate. 


1953  1952  1951 

1950  1949 

Live  Birth  Rate  (Crude)...  14. 04  14.69  14.84 

14.44  16.01 

Using  comparability  factor  0.99 

Birth  Rate 

...  13.90 

England  and  Wales  1953  Birth  Rate 

...  15.5 

5.  Stillbirths. 

Stillbirths 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  

10 

5 

15 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

1 

Totals  

11 

5 

16 

1953  Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  populati 

on)  ...  0.45 

England  & Wales  1953  ...  0.35 

1953  Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  live 

and  stillbirths)  ...  31.0 

England  & Wales  1953  ...  22.4 

6.  Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate  

— 

1 

1 

Totals  

6 

3 

9 

1953  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  = 18.] 

1 per  1,000  live  births. 

Camborne-Redruth  1 953 

1952 

1951  1 

950  1949 

Neo-Natal  Rate  ...  18.1 

19.1 1 

32.50  24.5  18.0 

7.  Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year  of  age  (including  those  under 

4 weeks  of  age) . 

IMales 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate  

— 

1 

1 

Totals  

6 

5 

1 1 

1953  Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  22.1  per  1,000  Live  Births. 
Cainborne-Redruth  1953  1952  1951  1950  1949 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  22.1  27.02  36.31  36.68  38.5 
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8.  Maternal  Mortality. 

Total  number  of  maternal  deaths  ...  2 

9.  Deaths. 

Males  Females  Totals 

Total  number  of  deaths 

from  all  causes  279  286  565 

1953  Death  Rate  ...  15.97  per  1,000  estimated  population. 
Using  comparability 

figure  of  0.87  Death  Rate  ...  13.89  per  1,000  population. 
England  & Wales  1953  ...  11.4  per  1,000  population. 

Camborne-Redruth  1953  1952  1951  1950  1949 

Death  Rate  ....  15.97  13.61  14.90  13.96  14.5 

Outward  transferable  deaths  at  Barncoose  Hospital  ...  101 

Total  local  deaths  ...  464 

Local  Death  Rate  (Crude)...  12.93  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Using  comparability  figure 

of  0.87  Death  Rate  ...  11.41  per  1,000  population. 


10.  Cancer. 

Males 

Total  deaths  from 
malignant  disease  ...  40 

1953  Death  Rate  (Specific)  ...  2.23  per 


Females  Totals 
39  79 

1,000  estimated  population. 


1 1 .  Cardio-Vascular  Disease. 

Males  Females  Totals 

Total  deaths  from 

cardio-vascular  disease  ...  146  181  327 

1953  Death  Rate  ...  9.23  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


12.  Respiratory  Disease. 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Total  deaths  from 
respiratory  disease  .. 

31 

21 

52 

1953  Death  Rate  ...  1.47  per  1,000  estimated  population. 
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13.  Deaths  from  all  Causes. 


Males  Females  Total 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

9 

— 

9 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms  

1 

— 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  

4 

— 

4 

4.  Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .... 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

7 

10 

17 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

8 

3 

11 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

5 

5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

11 

11 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

25 

20 

45 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

2 

— 

2 

16.  Diabetes  

I 

2 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  ... 

44 

76 

120 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

38 

27 

65 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

5 

9 

14 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

46 

62 

108 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

13 

7 

20 

22.  Influenza  

6 

8 

14 

23.  Pneumonia  

15 

6 

21 

24.  Bronchitis  

5 

6 

11 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  

5 

1 

6 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

2 

2 

4 

27.  Gastritis  and  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

1 

2 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

4 

3 

7 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

5 

— 

5 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  

1 

2 

3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  

23 

19 

41 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

35.  Suicide 

3 

_ 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

279 

286 

565 
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14.  Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  1953. 


♦Using 

160  County 

160  Smaller 

comparability 

Boroughs  & 

Towns  (Res- 

factors 

Camborne 

England 

Great  Towns 

ident  Popu- 

London 

Births  ...  0.87 

— 

and 

(including 

lation  25,000 

Administra- 

Deaths  ...  0.99 

Redruth 

Wales 

London 

—50.000  at 
1951  Census 

tive  County 

(Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population) 

Births. 

Live  Births 

*13.90 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

Still  Births 

0.45 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

31.0  (a) 

22.4  (a) 

24.8  (a) 

21.4  (a) 

21.0  (a) 

(a)  Per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths. 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and 

13.89 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough.. 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.28 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

Influenza 

0.39 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.59 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

Deaths. 

♦(Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age 
Enteritis  and 

*22.1 

26.8 

30.8 

24.3 

24.8 

diarrhoea  under 
2 years  of  age  ... 

0.00 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

15.  Population. 


Registrar  General’s 
Estimated  Figure 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth  and  Death 
Rate 

1938 

35,000 

463 

540 

- 77 

1939 

35,000 

514 

566 

- 48 

1940 

35,000 

486 

567 

- 81 

1941 

35,000 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

35,000 

542 

472 

+ 70 

1943 

34,670 

646 

510 

-H  136 

1944 

34,670 

587 

510 

+ 77 

1945 

33,850 

514 

481 

-H  33 

1946 

34,330 

636 

502 

+ 134 

1947 

34,830 

715 

536 

+ 179 

1948 

35,500 

611 

514 

+ 97 

1949 

35,650 

571 

520 

+ 51 

1950 

35,800 

517 

500 

+ 17 

1951 

35,230 

523 

525 

- 2 

1952 

35,260 

521 

480 

+ 41 

1953 

35,380 

498 

565 

- 67 
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16.  Comment. 

Births  and  the  Birth  Rate  and  Population  Increase. 

498  children  were  born  alive  in  the  district  in  1953,  which  is 
23  less  than  last  year,  and  is  the  hrst  time  the  number  has  fallen 
below  500  since  1940.  There  has  also  been  an  increase  of  120  in  the 
estimated  population  in  spite  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
by  85  over  1952. 

The  real  increase  in  population  by  means  other  than  birth  is 
therefore  120  + 23  + 85  which  gives  a total  of  228.  This  increase  in 
population  must  therefore  be  due  to  new-comers  coming  to  live  in 
the  district  and  when  this  figure  is  considered  in  terms  of  houses  at 
a figure  of  four  persons  to  the  house  it  can  be  seen  that  in  addition 
to  the  projected  housing  programme,  both  Local  Authority  and 
private  enterprise,  an  extra  56  houses  will  have  been  required.  This 
filling  up  of  available  accommodation  in  conjunction  with  the 
necessity  for  re-housing  families  from  de-requisitioned  property  is 
going  to  make  difficult  in  future  the  allocation  of  houses  to  families 
from  condemned  and  overcrowded  houses. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  16  stillbirths  in  the  district  during  the  year,  two 
more  than  last  year.  All  but  one  occurred  in  hospital,  where  the 
mothers  had  moved  in  anticipation  of  difficulty.  Five  of  these  babies 
were  premature. 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age). 

Nine  babies  born  in  the  district  died  before  reaching  the  end 
of  the  fourth  week  of  life  ; all  but  one  of  them  before  they  were  24 
hours  old. 

Of  these  9,  5 were  premature,  which  gives  approximately  50% 
of  such  births  to  be  attributable  to  prematurity.  This  figure  was  also 
found  last  year  when  5 of  10  neo-natal  deaths  were  in  premature 
babies. 

Prematurity. 

The  importance  of  prematurity  as  a cause  of  infant  deaths  is 
outstanding,  but  over  the  past  four  years  there  has  been  a steady 
improvement  in  the  incidence  of  premature  births. 

1953  1952  1951  1950 

Total  Births  514  521  542  536 

Premature  Births  31  33  41  50 

% of  Premature  Births  ...  6.2%  6.3%  7.5%  9.3% 

1 he  importance  of  prematurity  of  birth  as  a cause  in  infants  is 
outstanding,  being,  as  I have  said  above,  responsible  for  80%  of 
e neo-natal  and  30%  of  the  stillbirths.  There  were  31  premature 
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live  births  in  195v3,  to  28  mothers,  there  being  3 sets  of  premature 
twins  all  of  which  survived  : of  these  premature  babies  5 died. 

This  gives  an  incidence  of  prematurity  of  62  per  1,000  live 
births  or  70  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births. 

Premature  infant  mortality  rate  10  per  1,000  live  births. 

Normal  infant  mortality  22  per  1 ,000  live  births. 

Mortality  rate  of  premature  infants  ...  161  per  1 ,000  premature 

births. 

The  premature  infant  has  thus  ^ or  approximately  eight 
times  less  chance  of  survival  than  its  normal  brother  or  sister. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  has  been  a further  big  drop  in  infant  mortality  this  year, 
down  to  22.1  per  1,000  live  births.  It  has  dropped  from  38.5  in 
1949  in  steady  progress  every  year  to  a figure  which  is  actually 
lower  than  the  national  rate  of  26.8.  I think  everybody  concerned 
with  the  care  of  infants  is  to  be  congratulated  on  this  result,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  this  state  of  affairs. 

Deaths. 

Once  again  the  apparent  death  rate  of  15.97  per  1,000 
inhabitants  is  a high  one  and  may  give  rise  to  some  misgiving.  The 
figure  of  0.87  applied  to  this,  to  allow  for  the  greater  proportion  of 
older  people  in  the  local  population  on  the  Registrar-General’s 
estimate  gives  a rate  of  13.89  which  is  still  considerably  higher  than 
the  national  rate  of  1 1.4. 

I have,  however,  been  able  to  obtain  the  home  address  of  all 
patients  dying  at  the  Geriatric  Hospital  at  Barncoose  during  the 
3'ear  under  consideration.  This  number  was  101  and  I have  sub- 
tracted this  from  the  gross  total  of  deaths  in  the  area,  viz.  : 565, 
which  leaves  a total  of  truly  local  deaths  to  464.  This  gives  a rate 
of  12.93  per  1 ,000  local  population  and  amending  it  by  the  Registrar- 
General’s  figures  the  comparable  rate  is  11.41  which  is  the  same  as 
the  national  figure. 

In  future  years  this  manipulation  will  be  done  by  the  Registrar 
and  so  we  can  expect  in  future  to  have  a local  death  rate  more 
strictly  comparable  with  that  of  the  best  in  the  country  than  has 
been  the  case  in  past  years- 

Once  again  disease  of  the  heart  and  arteries  was  responsible  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  total  deaths  with  327  out  of  565,  which  is  to 
be  expected  in  view  of  foregoing  paragraphs  ; cancer  by  comparison 
caused  only  79  deaths  and  disease  of  the  chest  and  lungs  (other  than 
cancer)  52. 
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SECTION  B . 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
1.  Mafernity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Care  of  the  Expectant  Mother. 

The  care  of  expectant  mothers  is  undertaken  by  local 
Practitioners  and  at  the  Redruth  Hospital  Maternity  Unit  ; in  addi- 
tion an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  the  Camborne 
Community  Centre,  Camborne,  by  the  District  Nurse/Midwives, 
and  where  dental  care  is  offered  to  expectant  mothers,  few  of  whom, 
however,  accept  it. 

Midwifery. 

There  were  498  births  in  the  district  during  the  year,  occurring 


as  follows  : — 

Born  in  Hospital  89 

Born  in  Nursing  Home  198 

Born  at  Home  211 


498 


The  above  births  gave  rise  to  the  following  work  by  District 


Nurse /Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 

Ante-Natal  visits  for  Domiciliary  Cases  3,247 

Domiciliary  Conhnements  182 

Post-Natal  and  other  maternity  visits  3,808 


7,237 


Staff  Concerned. 

District  Nurse/Midwife/ Health  Visitors  4 

District  Nurse /Midwives  5 

District  Nurse/ Midwife/ Health  Visitors  i 

( shared  with  Kerrier  Area)  

9i 


Infant  Welfare. 

The  infant  and  mother  are  looked  after  by  the  Midwife  until  28 
days  after  the  birth,  where  the  birth  occurred  at  home  ; or,  where 
birth  occurred  in  hospital  and  either  there  is  some  nursing  care 
required  for  mother  or  child,  or  the  mother  and  child  are  discharged 
before  10  days  after  delivery. 

. c Midwife  has  withdrawn  from  the  case,  the  care  of  the 

infant  is  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — ■ 


Camborne 
Redruth 
Pool 
St.  Day 


every  Wednesday 
every  Thursday 
every  Tuesday 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 


2 — 4 p.m. 
2 — 4 p.m. 
2 — 4 p.m. 
2 — 4 p.m- 


All  these  Clinics  are  supervised  by  qualified  Health  Visitors, 
and  clerical  assistance  is  given  by  voluntary  workers. 


Advice  is  given  on  feeding  and  upbringing  of  the  babies,  and 
also  on  the  value  of  immunization  and  vaccination,  which,  if  desired, 
can  be  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  who 
attends  at  each  Centre  at  least  once  a month.  Demonstrations  and 
Health  Talks  are  also  given  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


2.  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  paid  for  by  the  County  Council  so  far  as  the 
wages  of  the  Home  Helps  is  concerned.  The  organisation  and  allot- 
ment of  duties  is  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services  at  the  Camborne  Community  Centre.  The  value  of  the 
service  is  shown  by  the  increasing  demands  on  it,  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  establishment  of  1951  which  was  16  has  been  raised  by  the 
end  of  1952  to  20  and  this  hgure  is  still  the  same  at  the  end  of  1953. 


3.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  County  Ambulance  Service  is  carried  out  from  the  Tolvean 
Depot  at  Redruth  and  gives  excellent  coverage  of  the  area.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  all  the  ambulances  normally  operating  from 
the  depot  are  in  constant  wireless  communication  with  the  depot, 
and  can  be  switched  at  will  from  routine  duties  to  deal  with 
emergencies. 

4.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  — Section  47. 

Action  was  taken  under  this  section  in  1953,  one  being  success- 
ful and  the  other  unsuccessful. 

Case  1. 

Mrs-  A.,  a woman  of  55,  and  an  ex-patient  of  a mental  hospital, 
had  for  some  years  lived  in  increasing  squalor  and  disorder  but  had 
throughout  remained  able  to  walk  about  the  town  and  district.  It 
was  felt  that  she  might  require  re-admission  to  a mental  hospital  but 
examination  by  doctor  and  Magistrate  led  to  the  conclusion  that  she 
was  not  certifiable.  She  was  unwilling  to  be  admitted  as  a voluntary 
patient  or  to  be  given  shelter  in  Part  111  accommodation  as  was 
frequently  urged  on  her. 
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Ill  view  of  her  obvious  dirtiness  and  failing  health  due  to  starva- 
tion it  was  felt  that  action  under  Section  47  was  necessary  to  prevent 
her  dying  of  malnutrition  and  an  application  was  made  on  my 
recommendation  by  the  Council  to  the  Magistrates  for  an  order  for 
removal. 

This  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  she  was  neither  aged, 
being  55,  nor  infirm,  being  ambulant,  nor  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  so  there  was  no  evidence  of  such  other  than  mental 
deterioration.  That  she  was  in  need  of  care  and  was  neither  capable 
of  getting  it  herself  nor  could  obtain  it  from  others  was  self-evident, 
nor  was  there  any  dispute  about  the  sanitary  conditions  in  which  she 
lived. 

Nevertheless  a quite  correct  interpretation  of  the  law  forced 
the  Bench  to  refuse  the  order,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
Personal  feelings. 

Subsequently  the  person  concerned  sank  deeper  into  starvation 
and  mental  confusion  and  some  six  months  later  was  certified  as  of 
unsound  mind  and  removed  to  a mental  hospital,  where  she  remains. 

This  sad  case,  I feel,  shows  a gap  in  the  law  which  makes  pre- 
vention more  difficult  than  cure.  It  was  clear  to  all  concerned  in  the 
case  that  the  woman  was  approaching  complete  physical  and  mental 
breakdown  due  to  constant  malnutrition.  That  her  mental  and 
physical  state  inter-acted  upon  one  another  to  the  benefit  of  neither 
led  in  the  end  to  her  final  breakdown,  yet  at  the  time  that  action 
was  taken  neither  was  felt  by  competent  authorities  to  have  reached 
a point  where  legal  action  was  enforcible. 

I think  that  there  is  room  in  our  legal  system  for  some  kind  of 
short-term  removal  order  not  part  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
which  only  empowers  action  when  the  person  concerned  has  reached 
a state  of  complete  helplessness,  but  included  in  the  Public  Health 
Acts  as  a preventitive  measure.  Such  a certificate  could  be  issued  by 
a tribunal  of  doctors  and  magistrates  sitting  in  the  home  of  the 
person  concerned  and  with  the  person  present,  rather  than  in  an 
open  court  in  which  the  person,  by  reason  of  the  very  complaints 
from  which  she  is  suffering,  is  unable  to  appear  personally. 

Objection  will  be  raised  that  this  infringes  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  and  that  justice  should  be  done  in  open  court.  Nevertheless, 
the  weakness  of  the  Section  has  already  been  observed  by  an  amend- 
ment which  allows  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  take  immediate 
action  in  person  before  the  Bench,  and  subsequently  report  the 
matter  to  his  Local  Authority.  This  seems  to  me  much  less  satisfac- 
tory than  the  procedure  I have  outlined  above  as  it  does  not  remove 
the  qualification  that  the  person  concerned  must  be  helpless  before 
action  can  be  taken. 
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Case  No.  2. 

Mrs.  B.,  aged  74  years,  lived  alone  and  without  relatives  in 
reach.  She  was  almost  immobilized  from  foot  trouble  and  subse- 
quently was  unable  to  get  her  food  properly.  She  was  attended  as 
an  outpatient  and  attempts  made  to  improve  her  mobility  but  so 
greatly  had  she  deteriorated  in  health  that  she  lacked  the  energy  to 
care  for  herself.  What  food  she  had  in  the  house  was  consumed  by 
rats  and  mice  rather  than  by  herself,  and  the  condition  of  the  house 
became  indescribable. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Magistrates  by  the  Local  Authority 
on  my  recommendation  and  an  order  was  obtained  for  her  removal 
to  hospital  for  treatment.  While  there  her  physical  health  improved, 
but  the  mental  deterioration,  observed  before,  increased  greatly  and 
she  was  subsequently  admitted  to  the  care  of  a mental  hospital. 

Her  case,  in  fact,  differed  little  from  Mrs.  A.  except  that  she 
could  fairly  be  described  as  aged,  being  74,  and  infirm,  in  that  she 
could  hardly  walk.  Her  removal  to  hospital,  therefore,  was  in  con- 
formity with  Section  47  of  the  Act. 
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SECTION  C . 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  19S3. 


Disease 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Se))t 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Scarlet  Fever 

9 

2 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

31 

Whooping  Cough.. 

7 

8 

8 

3 

5 

17 

22 

71 

29 

11 

8 

10 

199 

Diphtheria 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

54 

82 

171 

156 

417 

181 

35 

7 

6 

8 

— 

— 

1,117 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

7 

4 

5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

35 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 

1 

1 

2 

Non-Paralytic  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

11 

17 

8 

7 

12 

11 

4 

11 

7 

6 

10 

2 

106 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

4 

1 

11 

5 

4 

3 

4 

4 

3 

3 

6 

2 

50 

Non-Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

2 

— 

2 I 
— 

10 

16 


2.  Com  pa  I a five  Figutcs  for  previous  years. 


Typhoid  Fever  

Paratyphoid  Fever  

Meningococcal  Infection  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Erysipelas  

Smallpox  

Measles  

Pneumonia  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis)  

Food  Poisoning  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Acute  Rheumatism  

Dysentery  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Tuberculosis  - — Pulmonary  

Tuberculosis  — Non-Pulmonary  


1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

31 

82 

1 

56 

1 

31 

22 

25 

16 

199 

7 

104 

11 

21 

122 

63 

4 

5 

10 

12 

6 

11 

14 

1,117 

117 

280 

12 

497 

84 

467 

35 

35 

37 

22 

19 

21 

30 

2 

1 

106 

O 

5 

O 

6 

25 

2 

1 

o 

100 

o 

30 

3 

19 

42 

59 

12 

64 

10 

1 

1 

7 

1 

44 

O 

o 

50 

37 

31 

34 

<L 

37 

25 

6 

7 

18 

2 

13 

3 

3 

3.  Comparative  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  quarterly  returns.) 


Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Camborne 

Redruth 

England 

and 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London 

160  Smaller 
Towns  (Res- 
ident Popu- 
lation 25,000 
—50.000  at 
1951  Census 

London 
Administra- 
tive County 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

0.00 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.87 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

Whooping  Cough.. 

5.62 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.11 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

31.56 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

Pneumonia 

0.98 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.05 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

0.00 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

0.02 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

20.61 (a) 

18.23(a) 

24.33(a) 

12.46(a) 

28.61 (a) 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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Total  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  admitted 
to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  during  1953. 


Disease 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Nephritis  and 
Chicken  Pox  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septic  Cervical 
Adenitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pharyngitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Naso-Pharyngitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■■  ■ 

■ ■ 

1 

Measles  and  Status 

Epilepticus 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Broncho- 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 
and  Pneumonia. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  and 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ ■ 

1 

Measles  and 

1 

Pneumonia 

Measles  and 

Mastoiditis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough 
and  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 
and  Epistaxis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Salmonella 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 





1 

— 



— 

1 

Chicken  Pox  and 

Osteo-myelitis  .. 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 
Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 
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5.  General  Comment. 

The  year  1953  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  was  notable  for 
the  number  of  epidemics  which  occurred,  and  the  Urban  District 
followed  suit  except  in  one  important  diversion-  While  we  had  a 
severe  outbreak  of  measles  and  a fairly  severe  one  of  whooping 
cough,  we  escaped  almost  entirely  from  the  outbreaks  of  polio- 
myelitis which  were  common  throughout  the  country. 

6.  Measles. 

This  was  most  definitely  a “measles  year’’  ; but  it  is  surprising 
to  find  such  a large  outbreak  as  that  of  1953,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  both  1952  and,  more  particularly,  1951  had  produced  minor 
epidemics.  However,  as  I showed  in  my  last  report,  1952  was  not 
truly  a measles  year,  as  the  cases  occurred  chiefly  at  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  year  ; those  at  the  beginning  being  a carry-over  from 
1951  and  those  at  the  end  of  the  year  giving  a clear  forecast  of  an 
epidemic  to  come  in  1953.  Acting  on  the  warning  School  Nurses 
were  given  special  instructions  to  visit  all  schools  as  soon  as  possible 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  order  to  try  to  detect  contacts  of 
known  cases  ; but  so  violent  was  the  epidemic  that  no  measures  of 
this  nature  appeared  to  have  any  effect. 

It  was  notable  that  as  soon  as  the  epidemic  had  reached  a peak, 
it  fell  away  with  great  rapidity  and  in  one  month  had  virtually 
ended 

Monthlyi  Notifications  1952-53 

1952  — Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

— 1 46 

1953  — Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

54  82  171  156  417  181  35  7 6 8 — 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  school  holidays  occupied 
the  first  three  weeks  of  April,  and  it  was  after  this  that  the  large 
number  of  notifications  occurred.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are 
often  pressed  to  close  schools  when  epidemics  occur  and  are  always 
very  reluctant  to  do  so  on  the  ground  that  children  mix  much  more 
widely  out  of  school,  that  is,  in  shops,  cinemas  and  other  places, 
than  they  do  in  school.  These  figures  seem  to  support  this  conten- 
tion, for  it  would  appear  that  the  widest  dissemination  of  the  infec- 
tion occurred  during  the  period  of  school  holidays,  that  is,  in  April, 
leading  to  a great  spread  of  infection  and  increase  in  notifications  in 
May. 

7.  Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  seems  to  be  settling  in  to  the  pattern  of  alternate 
years,  as  there  were  only  7 notifications  in  1952  against  104  in  1951. 

This  epidemic  was  most  typical  in  its  attack  in  that  it  occurred, 
not,  as  is  usual,  in  late  Winter  and  Spring,  but  in  the  Summer 
months,  with  the  peak  incidence  in  August. 
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This  disease  can  often  be  prevented,  and  almost  always  greatly 
modified,  by  immunization  ; and  for  the  past  year  we  have  been 
able  to  offer  protective  immunization  against  the  disease  at  local 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  or  by  the  hands  of  private  doctors.  Three 
injections  are  given  at  monthly  intervals  at  the  same  time  as  those 
against  diphtheria,  preferably  commencing  when  the  child  is  six 
months  old. 

No  results  are  likely  to  be  seen  for  a few  years  in  control  of  out- 
breaks, but  many  children  have  already  owed  the  mildness  of  their 
attacks  of  the  disease  to  protective  immunization. 

Number  of  Whooping  Cough  Protective  Immunizations 
carried  out  in  1953. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  Private  Doctors  Schools  Total 
124  183  1 308 

Percentage  immunized  under  5 years  ...  10.72 

8.  Dysentery. 

Ten  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
7 were  from  two  neighbouring  households  which  mingle  freely. 
Stool  tests  were  made  on  the  other  members  of  the  families  but  no 
carrier  was  found.  It  is  important  to  note  that  9 of  the  10  cases 
occurred  in  districts  without  sewerage  or  main  water  and  is  some 
indication  of  the  necessity  of  further  improvements  in  the  general 
sanitation  of  the  district. 

9.  Food  Poisoning. 

Only  one  case  occurred  that  was  notified  and  this  was  unfortun- 
ately fatal.  Investigation  failed  to  reveal  any  source  of  infection,  but 
as  the  victim  was  a toddler,  it  is  possible  that  the  infection  was  not 
connected  with  food  in  the  normal  way,  but  arose  from  the  child’s 
eating  of  infected  food  from  another  source,  e.g.  a dog’s  food,  or  a 
chicken  run- 

10.  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a moderate  epidemic  attacked  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  year,  the  Urban  District  was  fortunate 
that  only  two  cases  occurred  ; one  in  January  and  one  in  September, 
the  first  of  an  infant  and  the  second  an  adult.  Both  victims  suffered 
some  degree  of  paialysis  but  are  making  good  progress. 

No  connection  with  any  other  case  could  be  found  for  either 
victim,  and,  in  fact,  in  January,  the  nearest  known  case  to 
Camborne-Redruth  was  in  Southampton. 

11.  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

The  total  of  35  notified  cases  is  the  same  as  for  last  year,  and  as 
1 stated  then,  there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  substantial  reduction 
in  this  number. 
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12.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

As  I pointed  out  last  year,  this  figure  does  not  really  mean  very 
much  without  a great  deal  of  further  research  into  the  cause  of  the 
pyrexia.  Until  this  information  is  required  to  be  stated  by  the  person 
notifying  the  occurrence,  the  figures  obtained  have  no  reference 
whatsoever  to  preventable  post-natal  infection. 

13.  Scarlet  Fever. 

A welcome  recession  in  the  rising  curve  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  this  year,  there  being  only  31  notifications,  and  4 of 
Erysipelas,  compared  with  2 and  5 last  year.  Again,  I am  glad  to 
say  that  no  spread  of  disease  could  be  found  due  to  milk  or  food. 

14.  Diphtheria. 

Once  again  the  district  remained  totally  free  from  Diphtheria, 
emphasizing  how  well  the  immunization  campaign  of  the  last  ten 
years  are  serving  us.  Unfortunately  this  freedom  from  the  disease  is 
giving  so  strong  a sense  of  security  to  parents  that  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  make  them  believe  that  there  is  any  necessit}^ 
for  immunization.  This  is  being  generally  found  throughout  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  decline  in  the  number  of  children  immunized  in 
1953  compared  with  1952  shown  below,  is  not  unique  to  this  district. 

Preparations  were  made  for  a national  campaign  to  bring  this 
to  the  public  notice  during  1953,  but  owing  to  the  epidemic  of  polio- 
myelitis it  was  not  pursued.  It  is  hoped,  all  being  well,  that  the 
campaign  will  be  carried  out  in  1954. 


The  following  is  a report  on  immunization  for  1953  : — 


.•\ge  Group 

Primary  Immunizations  Refresher  Immunizations 

5 — 5 yrs. 

5 — 15  yrs. 

354 

112 

1 506 

Age  Group 

Registrar  General’s 

Number 

Percentage 

Estimated  Population 

Immunized 

Immunized 

0 — 5 yrs- 

1 

1 ,405  ) 

\ 7,552 

1 

t 

( 

76.39% 

5 — 15  yrs. 

15.  Smallpox. 

4,364  J 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  following 

vaccinations 

were  carried  out 

1 

Age  Group 

Vaccinations 

Re- Vaccination 

Total 

Primary 

0 — 5 yrs.  ... 

171 

1 

172 

5 — 15  yrs.  . 
15  yrs.  and 

20 

1 1 

31 

over  36 

65 

101 

Totals  ...  227 

77 

304 

Smallpox  is  no  longer  a European  disease,  but  it  still  persists 
in  much  of  the  world,  and  it  is  in  modern  air  travel  that  the  danger 
lies  ; for  a person  may  contact  Smallpox  in  India  and  be  in  England 
three  days  later,  long  before  the  disease  has  made  itself  felt. 
Quarantine  regulations  requiring  the  presentation  of  proof  of  vac- 
cination help  to  control  this  method  of  spread  and  this  leads  to 
another  point.  This  is,  that  successful  vaccination  performed  for  the 
first  time  on  an  adult  will  certainly  be  painful  and  may  even  be 
dangerous,  whereas  performed  on  an  infant  rarely  leads  to  any 
trouble  at  all  ; and,  by  being  successfully  vaccinated  as  an  infant, 
when  the  time  comes  for  re-vaccination  as  an  adult  for  travel  pur- 
poses the  chances  of  serious  reaction  is  much  reduced.  For  this 
reason,  if  no  other,  parents  would  be  well  advised  to  have  their 
children  vaccinated  as  infants,  preferably  before  three  months  when 
the  constitutional  upset  is  least. 

16.  Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  Cases  on  Notification  Register  at  31st  Dec.,  1953. 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulraonary  Total 


Males  

140 

27 

167 

Females  

116 

18 

134 

Total  ... 

256 

45 

301 

Age  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


Ages 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non-Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1\I 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

0-1 

- 

1-5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6-15 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-45 

15 

14 

29 

3 

- 

3 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

. 

45-65 

11 

3 

14 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

Over 

65 

2 

2 

4 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. 

Totals 

29 

21 

50 

5 

1 

6 

9 

- 

9 

1 

- 

1 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified,  56,  is  much  the  same  as  that 
last  year,  54.  The  number  of  deaths,  10,  is  a slight  reduction  on  last 
year,  when  the  number  was  13.  Of  the  deaths  of  notified  persons 
occurring  this  year,  one  at  least  was  not  in  any  way  due  to 
Tuberculosis. 
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As  these  figures  continue  year  after  year,  clearly  the  number  of 
cases  on  the  register  will  rise.  This  is  a necessary  first  step  to  the 
conquest  of  the  disease,  in  that  the  more  cases  we  know  of,  the  more 
tracing  of  contacts  can  be  done,  and  by  this  means  we  can  try  to 
build  a wall  of  immunity  round  the  patient  and  thus  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease. 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis. 

A Health  Visitor  with  special  qualifications  in  Tuberculosis 
prevention,  investigates  and  constantly  reviews  the  close  contacts  of 
notified  cases,  and  when  practicable  arranges  a tuberculin  test  or 
X-ray  examination. 

Of  the  50  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  there  were  105  household  contacts  (75  over 
the  age  of  20  years,  and  30  under  that  age) . 

Of  the  contacts  under  20  years  of  age  9 were  tuberculin  tested  ; 
2 proved  positive  and  7 were  negative  and  received  B.C.G.  vaccina- 
tion. One  refused  examination  and  one  is  under  observation  by  the 
Chest  Physician. 

In  addition  a number  of  indirect  contacts  were  examined  and 
the  negative  reactors  requested  B.C  G.  vaccination.  These  negative 
reactors  and  contacts  of  old  cases  notified  before  1953,  plus  contacts 
of  the  cases  notified  in  1953,  who  were  also  negative,  received 
B.C.G.  vaccination,  the  total  being  1,552. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  Decennber,  1953. 

Public  Health  Department, 
Veor, 

Camborne. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the  3 1 st 
December,  1953. 

Two  of  the  three  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  left  the  service 
of  the  Council  during  the  year  and  were  eventually  replaced  ; we 
were  at  least  one  Inspector  below  strength  for  six  of  the  twelve 
months  under  review.  In  addition  to  this  lack  of  staff,  which  was 
quite  unavoidable,  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  in  the  area  rose  to  the  record  figure  of  nearl}^  1 17,000. 
This  record  kill  brought  with  it  additional  work  in  connection  with 
meat  inspection,  often  necessitating  many  hours  of  overtime. 

As  a result  of  the  two  factors  mentioned  above  various  sides 
to  the  work  of  the  Department  have  received  inadequate  attention 
during  1953.  Such  a situation  is  disconcerting  as  1 can  see  little  or 
no  likelihood  of  improvement  in  the  future. 

Perusal  of  the  report  will  show  that  a section  on  Catering 
Hygiene  has  now  been  added.  This  important  section  of  the  work 
was  carried  out  by  Dr.  Needham  and  myself,  but  unfortunately,  we 
could  not  devote  sufficient  time  to  this  one  section  to  make  a lasting 
impression  on  the  catering  establishments  of  the  area. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  following  officers  for  information  and 
data,  which  are  included  under  sections  “Water”  and  “Housing” 
in  my  report  : — Mr.  L.  V.  Ockford,  Water  Engineer,  Camborne 
Water  (Company  ; Mr.  T.  F.  King,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Water  Engineer  ; 
Mr.  N.  Barrett,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  ; Mr.  H.  G.  Ashby,  i\.I.Hsg.,  Housing  Officer. 

1 am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  BAXTER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D . 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water. 

Redruth  Area. 

1 . Both  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  mains  supply  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  On  occasions,  however, 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  pressures  at  the  higher 
levels. 

The  chutes  and  wells  were,  as  usual,  indifferent  as  to  quality 
but  adequate  as  to  quantity. 

2.  All  raw  water  to  mains  was  tested  regularly  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  results  are  as  follows  : — 


Main  Water  Supply  Sources. 


Penstruthal  Intake 

Mar.  Satisfactory. 

Sept. 

Satisfactory. 

June  Satisfactory. 

Dec. 

Satisfactory. 

Filtrick  Intake 

Mar.  Satisfactory. 

Sept. 

Satisfactory. 

June  Satisfactory. 

Dec. 

Satisfactory. 

Penventon  Intake 

Mar.  Satisfactory. 

Sept. 

Satisfactory. 

June  Satisfactory. 

Dec. 

Satisfactory. 

Distribution  Mains 

Mar.  Satisfactory. 

Sept. 

Satisfactory. 

June  Satisfactory. 

Dec. 

Satisfactory. 

Cathedral  Shaft* 

Mar.  Satisfactory. 

June  Satisfactory. 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Satisfactory. 

Sandy  Lane* 

Mar . 

June  

Sept. 

Dec. 

Satisfactory. 

*Pump  supplies  taken  only  when 

in  use. 

Wells  and  Chutes. 

Tolskithy 

Jan.  Suspicious. 

July 

Unsatisfactory. 

Carninarth  Quarry 

,,  Suspicious. 

1 i 

Satisfactory. 

Parsonage  Well 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 

t f 

Unsatisfactory. 

Five  Chutes 

Satisfactory. 

> t 

Unsatisfactory. 

Trevethan 

,,  Satisfactory. 

t f 

Satisfactory. 

Pennance  Well 

,,  Satisfactory. 

Aug. 

Satisfactory. 

Vogue  Chute 

,,  Satisfactory. 

July 

Unsatisfactory. 

(iordon  Adit 

,,  Satisfactory. 

j t 

Satisfactory. 

Lanner  Stand  Tap 

Feb.  Satisfactory. 

Aug. 

Satisfactory . 

Capt.  Eddy’s  Chute 

,,  Satisfactory. 

> 1 

Unsatisfactory, 

Tiddy’s  Chute 

, , U nsatisfac  tory . 

1 1 

Unsatisfactory. 

Primitive  Chapel,  Lanner 

,,  Satisfactory. 

} 1 

Satisfactory. 

Manor  Widden 

,,  Satisfactory. 

f j 

Unsatisfactory. 

Carnmarth  Chute 

,,  Satisfactory. 

, , 

Satisfactory. 

Roscroggan  Well 

Mar.  Satisfactory. 

Oct. 

Satisfactory. 

Little  Reskadinnick 

,,  Satisfactory. 

f t 

Unsatisfactory. 

Knave-go-bye 

April  Satisfactory. 

> t 

Suspicious. 

Croft  Mitchell 

,,  Satisfactory. 

Nov. 

Satisfactory. 

Pen ponds 

,,  Satisfactory. 

Oct. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Troon  Adit 

,,  Satisfactory. 

Nov. 

Satisfactory. 

Rosevvorthy 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 

Oct. 

Suspicious. 

Stennack 

,,  Satisfactory. 

, , 

Unsatisfactory. 

Menadarva 

,,  Satisfactory. 

> t 

Unsatisfactory. 

Oak  Well 

,,  Satisfactory. 

Oct. 

Unsatisfactory. 
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Wells  and  Chutes — (continued) 


Treskillard  Tap 
Bosleake  Well 
Redruth  Coombe 
Penhalurick 
Betty  Adit 
Bolenowe  Moor 
Chycarne  Moor 
Bolenowe  Chute 
Mawla  Well 
Nancekuke 
Cambrose  Well 
W'atergate  Chute 


May  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 


Unsatisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 


Nov.  Satisfactory. 

,,  Satisfactory. 
Dec.  Satisfactory. 

,,  Satisfactory. 
Nov.  Satisfactory. 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 


,,  Satisfactory. 

I une  U nsatisfactory . 
,,  Satisfactory. 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 


Dec.  Unsatisfactory. 
,,  Suspicious. 


Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 


July  Unsatisfactory. 


3.  The  water  has  a plumbo-solvent  action.  As  a precautionary 
measure  no  lead  services  are  permitted  anywhere  in  the  area,  and  all 
new  mains  are  concrete  lined. 

4.  Notices  advising  boiling  are  placed  at  all  wells  and  chutes  when 
unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained. 

5.  Approximately  3,900  dwellings,  housing  13,000  persons,  are 
supplied  direct  from  the  mains,  and  there  are  5 stand  taps  still  in 
use  which  serve  some  46  houses  and  160  persons. 

6.  New  connections  made  to  the  mains  during  the  year  numbered 
38  (excluding  Council  houses). 

Camborne  and  lilogan  Area. 

This  area  is  supplied  by  the  Camborne  Water  Company. 

The  rainfall  registered  at  Boswyn  was  32.99  inches.  This 
amount  is  well  below  the  average  and,  consequently,  the  springs 
never  reached  their  maximum  yield.  The  wettest  month  was  July 
and  during  this  month  the  highest  rainfall  for  any  one  day  was 
recorded,  this  was  1.25  inches  on  the  1 1th. 

Details  of  the  rainfall  throughout  the  year  were  as  follows  ; — 


0.01  inches  or  more  — 230  days. 
0.04  inches  or  more  — 133  days. 


The  total  amount  of  water  consumed  during  the  year  was  252 
million  gallons,  an  increase  of  9 million  over  the  previous  year.  Of 
this  quantity  89  million  gallons  were  pumped  at  Penponds.  This 
pumping  figure  shows  a considerable  increase  over  the  previous 
years  and  was  necessary  owing  to  the  early  falling  off  of  the  yield 
from  the  springs,  dhe  average  daily  consumption  was  691  thousand 
gallons,  giving  an  average  per  head  daily  of  26  gallons. 

Although  the  season  has  been  exceptionally  dry,  the  water 
supply  throughout  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  both  as  regards 
quality  and  quantity.  No  restrictions  as  to  use  have  been  imposed 
on  consumers. 
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Eighty-two  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken 
from  taps  in  various  houses  throughout  the  area  during  the  year 
and  all  but  one  proved  satisfactory.  A check  sample  taken  from 
this  tap  immediately  afterwards  proved  satisfactory. 

The  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  were  reported  on  by 
the  analyst  as  satisfactory  for  a domestic  supply. 

The  method  of  treatment  is  filtration,  chlorination  and  lime  for 
neutralising  acidity  and  pH  adjustment.  At  present  lime  is  being 
injected  at  the  rate  of  three  grains  per  gallon  and  the  pH  value  is 
7.5.  No  form  of  contamination  was  found  to  exist  in  1953. 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  within  the  area  supplied  by 
the  Company  is  6,760  and  the  estimated  number  of  persons  residing 
in  these  houses  is  23,745.  All  these  dwellings  are  connected  to  the 
mains.  In  addition  to  the  above,  five  houses  with  an  estimated 
population  of  20  are  supplied  by  standpipe. 

2.  Complaints. 

The  following  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during 


the  year  : — 

Choked  sewers  and  drains  ...  ...  ...  536 

Unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  ...  ...  88 

Unsatisfactory  sanitation  and  drainage  ...  ...  34 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 
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3.  Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  period  under  review  : — 


Premises  connected  to  the  sewer  ...  ...  87 

New  lengths  of  drain  laid  ...  ...  ...  1,474 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  536 

New  water  closets  installed  ...  ...  ...  124 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  16 

Pail  or  pit  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pail  or  pit  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  1 

New  cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  37 

Eavesgutters  and  down  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  18 
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Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. — (continued) 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  •••  27 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  24 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Window  frames  and  sashcords  repaired  or  renewed  21 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cooking  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed...  ...  2 

Fireplaces,  chimneys,  flues  repaired  ...  ...  8 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  34 


4.  Verminous  Premises. 

Eight  verminous  premises  were  dealt  with  by  spraying  during 
the  year.  All  of  the  premises  were  infested  with  fleas.  Normal  treat- 
ment with  Zaldecide  proved  effective  in  all  cases. 

5.  Disinfection  of  Houses. 

54  visits  were  made  following  the  notification  of  infectious 
diseases.  1 1 dwellings  were  disinfected  as  a result  of  such  visits  and 
26  library  books  were  removed  from  the  premises,  disinfected,  and 
returned  to  the  libraries  concerned. 


6.  Salvage. 

We  have  continued  to  collect  waste  paper  and  rags  as  salvage- 
able material  during  the  twelve  months  under  review.  Unfortun- 
ately the  price  of  baled  waste  paper  reached  the  low  level  of  £5  10s. 
per  ton  early  in  the  year.  It  was  soon  recognised  that  the  salvage  of 
paper  in  itself  could  not  be  a sound  financial  project,  but  it  was  also 
realised  that  if  250  tons  of  paper  was  mixed  with  household  refuse, 
and  collected  as  such,  at  least  one  extra  vehicle  and  team  of  men 
would  have  to  be  employed.  It  was  finally  decided  that  a loss  of  say, 
£150  a year  on  salvage  would  be  the  lesser  of  two  evils,  and  hence, 
the  collection  of  salvage  was  continued. 


The  following  quantities  of  salvage  were  disposed  of  during  the 

year 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

346 

8 

3 

Fibreboard 

104 

19 

2 

Books 

24 

3 

3 

Newsprint 

25 

1 

2 

Rags 

33 

15 

0 

Metals  (mainly  cast  iron  and  steel) 

17 

14 

0 

552 

2 

2 

28 


7.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  following  quantities  of  refuse  were  deposited  at  the 
Treskillard  tip  during  the  year  — 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse  ...  4,831  loads. 

Tip  covering  ...  ...  ...  996  loads. 

Rubbish  and  Highway  Sweepings  ...  3,154  loads. 

The  4,831  loads  of  refuse  represent  33,817  cubic  yards. 

The  number  of  occupied  dwellings  in  the  area  continues  to 
increase,  and  early  in  1953  it  was  found  impossible  to  cope  with  the 
requirements  of  the  area  with  five  refuse  vehicles  and  teams. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  additional  lorry  was  employed  for 
two  days  each  week.  It  is  obvious  that  before  long  this  sixth  lorry 
will  be  fully  employed  on  refuse  collection. 

8.  Sewerage. 

The  pumping  stations  at  Portreath  and  Penponds  continued 
normal  operations  throughout  the  year,  and  the  following  quantities 
of  sewage  were  pumped  : — 

Portreath  ...  ...  26, 125,000  gallons. 

Penponds  ...  ...  1 1 ,600,000  gallons. 

Many  of  the  main  sewers  of  the  area  run  practically  to  capacity 
during  periods  of  storm,  and  it  has  now  become  necessary  to 
require  the  storm  water  run  off  all  new  buildings,  to  be  diverted 
to  soak-aways  constructed  in  gardens,  etc.  Owners  naturally  do  not 
take  kindly  to  the  additional  expenditure  incurred  but  unless  larger 
trunk  sewers  are  constructed  I can  see  no  alternative  to  this 
restriction. 

9.  Cesspool  and  Gully  Emptying. 

Early  in  1953  the  Council  purchased  an  800  gallon  cesspool- 
gully  emptier.  This  vehicle  is  now  used  for  both  cesspool  emptying 
and  gully  cleansing,  and  is  naturally  much  more  efficient  than  previ- 
ous methods  used.  During  the  ten  months  the  vehicle  was  in  use 
4,440  gully  emptyings  were  effected. 

205  cesspools  were  emptied  during  1953. 

10.  Rats  and  Mice. 

Sewer  Infestations. 

The  annual  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  with  the  follow- 


ing results  : — 


""test  baiting 

Manholes  Baited 

Baits  taken 

Camborne 

198 

25 

Illogan  and  Portreath 

80 

30 

Redruth 

79 

36 

357 

91 
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POISON  TREATMENT 

Manholes  Baited 

Poison  Baits  taken 

Camborne 

58 

34 

Illogan  and  Portreath 

53 

30 

Redruth 

86 

57 

197 

121 

Approximately  20%  of  the  manholes  in  the  area  were  test 
baited  and  25%  of  these  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats. 
Poisoned  baits  were  then  placed  in  manholes  adjoining  those  found 
to  be  infested  and  “takes"  were  recorded  in  121  such  manholes.  It 
is  obvious  that  there  is  a substantial  rat  population  in  the  sewerage 
system  in  the  area,  and  during  1954,  treatments  at  six-monthly 
intervals  will  have  to  be  resorted  to. 


Surface  Infestations. 

All  domestic  property  in  the  area  continues  to  be  treated  for 
infestation  of  rats  free  of  charge,  whilst  charges  are  made  for  work 
at  business  premises. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year. 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Business, 

etc. 

Total 

No.  of  premises 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification  ... 

1 

89 

2 

32 

124 

(b)  Survey 

4 

228 

18 

44 

294 

(c)  Primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

12 

127 

31 

61 

231 

No.  of  properties 
found  to  be 
infested  by  ; — 
(a)  rats 

12 

179 

18 

48 

257 

(b)  mice 

— 

17 

— 

8 

25 

No.  of  infested 
properties 
treated  by  Local 
Authority 

12 

196 

18 

56 

282 

30 


11.  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health’  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

36 

15 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority... 

94 

53 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

( excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

Total  ... 

130 

68 

5 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases”). 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
cleanliness 

5 

5 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 



Unreasonable 
temperature  . . . 

- 



Inadequate 

ventilation 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  ... 

Sanitary 
conveniences  — 
(a)  insufficient  ... 

2 

1 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork)  ... 

5 

2 

2 

Total  ... 

14  1 

I 

9 

— • 

3 

— 
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SECTION  E . 


HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  318 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  635 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  ht  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
ht  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(Ij  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Applications  for  re-housing. 

During  the  year  32  old  persons’  bungalows  at  Crane  became 
available  for  letting  and  10  were  used  for  the  transfer  of  persons 
under-occupying  houses  on  the  Council’s  estates,  thus  releasing 
larger  houses  for  the  use  of  families  on  the  housing  list.  In  one 
additional  case  an  elderly  couple,  owning  and  occupying  their  own 
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house,  were  given  a bungalow  on  condition  that  their  own  house 
was  let  to  a family  who  had  applied  to  the  Council  for  accommoda- 
tion. 

Further  efforts  were  made  to  release  requisitioned  properties 
and  four  families  were  re-housed.  This  problem  has,  however,  been 
extremely  difficult  in  view  of  the  needs  of  the  persons  on  the  hous- 
ing list.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Council  will  have  considerable 
difficulty  in  this  respect  when  it  is  remembered  that  47  families  in 
requisitioned  properties  have  yet  to  be  found  alternative  accom- 
modation by  December,  1954. 

The  following  figures  will  be  of  interest  ; — 

Number  of  tenancy  applications — January,  1953  ...  621 
Number  of  tenancy  applications — December,  1953  ...  585 
Number  of  Council  tenants  transferred  during  1953  ...  53 

Number  of  families  housed  during  1953  ...  ...  122 

5.  New  Housing. 

(1)  Local  Authority  Housing. 

(a)  Progress. 

During  1953  new  dwellings  were  erected  at  Treleigh,  Park 
Bottom,  Crane  Road,  Camborne,  Illogan  and  Banner  Estates,  and 
the  following  were  completed  : — 

(i)  Treleigh  Estate. 

24  Traditional  Dwellings. 

12  Non-Traditional  (Cornish  Unit)  Dwellings. 

(ii)  Park  Bottom. 

20  Non-Traditional  (Cornish  Unit)  Dwellings. 

(hi)  Crane  Road,  Camborne. 

30  Traditional  Bungalow  Dwellings. 

(iv)  Illogan. 

4 Traditional  Bungalow  Dwellings. 

24  Non-Traditional  (Cornish  Unit)  Dwellings. 

(v)  Banner. 

4 Traditional  Bungalow  Dwellings. 

(b)  Present  Position. 

At  31st  December,  1953,  the  following  numbers  of  houses  had 


been  completed  since  the  war  : — 

(a)  Traditional  Dwellings. 

1.  North  Close,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  16 

2.  Treleigh  Estate,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  95 

3.  Tresavean  Estate,  Banner  ...  ...  ...  28 

4.  Treloweth  Road,  Pool  ...  ...  28 

5.  Paynters  Lane  End,  Illogan  ...  ...  ...  38 

6.  Pcngegon  Estate,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  76 

7.  Crane  Road,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  32 

8.  Illogan  Estate  ...  ...  ...  __  4 


34 


(b)  Permanent  Non-Traditional  Dwellings. 

1 . Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

2.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Pengegon  Estate  ...  68 

3.  Cornish  Unit  Shops  and  Flats  at  Pengegon  Estate.  4 

4.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Treleigh  Estate  ...  130 

5.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Park  Bottom  Estate  ...  38 

6.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Illogan  Estate  ...  24 

(c)  Temporary  Dwellings. 

1.  Prefabricated  “Arcon”  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

2.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

3.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Strawberry 

Lane,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

4.  Converted  Nissen  Hut  Dwellings  at  W.A.A.F.  Site, 

Portreath  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Total  ...  ...  735 


(c)  Future  Programme. 

1.  Crane  Road  Estate,  Camborne. 

The  construction,  by  Direct  Labour,  of  37  further  Tradi- 
tional Bungalow  Dwellings  for  aged  persons  is  proceeding. 

2.  Illogan  Housing  Estate. 

The  construction,  by  Direct  Labour,  of  67  further  Tradi- 
tional Dwellings  and  12  Non-Traditional  Dwellings  is 
proceeding. 

3.  Weeth  Housing  Estate,  Camborne. 

The  erection  of  approximately  35  Traditional  Dwellings  and 
50  Non-Traditional  Dwellings  will  be  commenced  at  this 
site  early  in  1954. 

(2)  Private  Enterprise. 

During  1953,  25  dwellings  were  completed  by  Private  Enter- 
prise under  Building  Licences.  Since  the  war,  102  dwellings  have 
been  completed  by  Private  Enterprise. 

6.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

16  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  placing  of 
individual  caravans,  and  one  licence  was  issued  in  connection  with 
a camping  site  for  two  caravans.  Five  camping  sites  are  now 
licenced  in  the  area,  and  these  sites  have  been  managed  in  a most 
satisfactory  manner. 
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SECTION  F . 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  Milk. 

71  routine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  throughout  the  year 
from  milk  retailers.  8 of  these  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  and  2 samples  were  declared  void. 

Comparative  percentages  of  samples  satisfying  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  are  as  follows  : — 

Year  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  195!  1952  1953 

% Passed  86.9  96.47  99.31  62.5  66.4  78.3  95.83  88.41 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  now  pasteurised, 
and  it  is  most  noticeable  that  complaints  concerning  the  keeping 
quality  of  milk  are  no  longer  made  by  the  general  public. 

2.  Milk  Licences. 

Milk  licences  were  issued  as  follows  ; — 

Dealers’  licences  for  Pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  24 

Dealers’  licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  12 

Supplementary  licences  for  Pasteurised  milk  ...  2 

Supplementary  licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  2 
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3.  Meat  Inspection. 


Table  I.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1440 

1109 

15711 

4036 

94524 

Number  inspected 

1434 

1109 

15462 

4035 

87749 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

6 

24 

292 

59 

127 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

311 

379 

84 

169 

6117 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

22.11 

36.34 

2.43 

5.65 

7.12 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

6 

37 

2 

Nil 

131 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

109 

344 

Nil 

Nil 

6259 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

8.02 

34.36 

0.01 

Nil 

7.28 
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Table  II.  Meat  Inspection  — Reasons  for  Condemnation. 
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The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year  was  : — 

124  tons.  4 cwts.  2 qrs.  22  lbs. 

The  percentage  of  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cows  continues 
to  drop.  In  1949,  57%  of  the  cows  slaughtered  in  the  local  slaughter- 
houses showed  evidence  of  tuberculosis.  This  figure  has  reduced 
year  by  year,  and  this  year  the  34.36%  recorded  is  the  lowest  such 
figure  on  record.  One  hesitates  to  be  too  definite  in  giving  reasons 
for  this  reduction,  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  general  all-round 
standard  of  the  cows  inspected  show  appreciable  improvement. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area  during  the 
year  has  risen  to  116,820  ; this  is  far  and  away  the  largest  annual 
kill  for  this  area  since  amalgamation  in  1934. 

The  following  figures  are  of  interest  as  they  show  the  increase 
in  kill  during  the  past  seven  years,  an  increase  of  nearly  200%. 

Year  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

Total  No.  of 

animals  killed  43,782  45,117  70,361  85,672  83,746  98,218  116,820 

Such  an  increase  as  this  makes  the  work  of  meat  inspection 
more  and  more  arduous,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  inspect 
each  animal  killed,  but,  notwithstanding  continuous  overtime  on 
the  part  of  the  Inspectors,  some  7,000  carcases  were  dispatched  to 
the  consumers  unexamined.  One  wonders  if  it  is  reasonable  to  antici- 
pate a further  increase  of  slaughtering  in  the  area  during  1954, 
possibly  by  15,000  animals.  Such  an  increase  would  leave  the  exist- 
ing staff  seriously  inadequate  to  deal  efficiently  with  the  many  and 
varying  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Department.  I find  little  or  no 
comfort  in  the  hope  that  the  total  for  1953  will  not  be  exceeded,  as 
during  the  twelve  months  under  review,  various  important  functions 
of  the  Department  have  not  received  adequate  attention. 

The  recent  outbreak  of  Swine  Fever  which  was  particularly 
severe  in  Cornwall  during  the  first  eight  months  of  1953  added  con- 
siderably to  the  work  of  meat  inspection.  Approximately  1,650 
Swine  Fever  contacts  were  slaughtered  in  the  area,  and  as  will  be 
seen  from  Table  II,  16  of  these  pigs  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
this  disease.  In  the  case  of  Swine  Fever  contacts  special  inspection 
of  gut  and  intestine  has  to  be  made,  which  requires  identification 
between  these  organs  and  the  carcase  being  maintained  until  after 
inspection  has  been  completed.  In  view  of  these  requirements,  the 
slaughter  of  contacts  was  arranged  as  a special  slaughter,  frequently 
on  Sunday  mornings. 
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During  1953,  a letter  was  addressed  to  the  Interdepartmental 
Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  giving  full  details  of  slaughtering  in 
this  area,  togetlier  with  the  relevant  data.  Whether  or  not  this 
action  will  eventually  bring  an  abattoir  to  this  area  remains  a 
matter  for  conjecture. 

4.  Slaughter  of  Animils  Act,  1933. 

43  slaughtermen  were  licenced  under  the  above  Act  during  the 
year. 

5.  Other  Foods. 

217  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  premises  other  than  slaughter- 
houses in  connection  with  the  examination  and  condemnation  of 
food  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  : — 


Canned  Meats 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Fruits 
Canned  Milk 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods 

Cereals 

Dried  Fruit 

Meat  and  Fish  ... 

Miscellaneous  Foods 


2,949  lbs 
422  ,, 
1,601  ,, 
166  ,, 
131  ,, 
141  ,, 
317  ,, 
2,381  „ 
2,164  ,, 


10,272  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned  ; — 

4 tons.  1 1 cwts.  3 qrs.  15  lbs. 
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6.  Food  and  Drugs  Samples. 

The  following  information  regarding  samples  of  food  taken 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  has  been  received  from  Mr. 
H.  A.Rundle,  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Cornwall  County 
Council  : — 


Article 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Result  of  Analysis 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Beef  sausages 

2 

2 

Beef  sausage  meat 

1 

1 

Brawn 

1 

1 

Butter 

6 

6 

Cooking  fat 

1 

1 

Custard  powder  ... 

1 

1 

Edible  fat 

1 

1 

Essence  of  coffee  and  chicory 

1 

1 

Fish  cakes 

1 

1 

Gin 

1 

1 

Greengage  jam 

1 

1 

Green  lime  cordial 

1 

1 

Ice  cream 

1 

1 

Milk 

115 

113 

2 

Orange  squash 

1 

1 

Pork  brawn 

1 

1 

Pork  sausages 

3 

3 

Pork  bundles 

1 

1 

Pure  dripping 

1 

1 

Sterilised  cream  ... 

1 

1 

Table  jelly 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

143 

141 

2 

Particulars  of  adulterated  samples  : — 

Milk.  Formal.  47.7%  added  water.  Fine  and  costs  £25  Os.  Oa. 
Milk.  Formal.  14.1%  added  water.  Fine  and  costs  £24  11s.  6d. 


7.  Catering  Hygiene. 

Schools. 

During  the  year  under  review  16  premises  were  inspected  in 
connection  with  the  cooking  and  serving  of  meals  on  school 
premises.  Eight  schools  cook  the  meals  on  the  premises  and  eight 
receive  meals  from  the  Dolcoath  Cooking  Centre. 

Three  of  the  schools  have  modern  canteens  which  have  been 
constructed  during  the  past  hve  years,  and  in  these  three  cases  the 
conditions  are  excellent. 
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At  one  school,  of  the  remaining  thirteen,  conditions  were  not 
satisfactory,  and  the  Education  Authority  was  communicated  with, 
and  the  necessary  improvements  carried  out.  Conditions  at  tlie 
remaining  schools  were  reasonable. 


Commercial  Catering  Establishments. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Department  was  asked  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  efficiency  of  glass  washing  machines  for  Public 
Houses.  As  we  had  no  experience  of  this  comparatively  new  equip- 
ment, a test  was  carried  out  on  a demonstration  model  and  swabs 
were  taken  by  Dr.  Hocking,  the  County  of  Cornwall  Pathologist. 
Glasses,  which  were  known  to  be  infected  with  staphylococci  and 
other  organisms,  were  put  through  the  machine  in  the  normal  way. 
Immediately  the  glasses  were  taken  from  the  machine  they  were 
swabbed  and  in  every  case  were  found  to  be  sterile.  I am  pleased  to 
be  able  to  report  that  this  particular  machine  has  now  been  installed 
in  a Public  House  in  this  area,  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  publicans 
will  follow  this  example. 

A series  of  tests  were  carried  out  in  the  kitchen  of  a catering 
establishment  in  the  area.  Swabs  were  taken  of  crockery,  etc.,  which 
had  been  washed  by  the  normal  method  used  by  this  establishment. 
Organisms  were  found  to  exist  on  a number  of  utensils  after  wash- 
ing. Washing  of  another  set  of  dirty  plates,  etc.,  was  carried  out 
using  a proprietary  brand  of  detergent-steriliser,  and  swabs  were 
taken  of  the  utensils  cleaned  in  this  way.  All  the  swabs  taken  of 
utensils  washed  with  the  detergent-steriliser  were  found  to  be  sterile, 
and  it  was  significant  that  a swab  of  the  washing  water  containing 
the  powder  was  also  sterile. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  swabs  taken  as  described  above. 
“Clean”  plates  and  fork  refer  to  plates  and  forks  which  were  taken 
from  utensils  ready  for  use  in  the  cafe,  and  “cleaned”  plates  and 
forks  refer  to  plates  and  forks  which  were  swabbed  immediately 
after  washing  and  drying. 


Normal  washing  with  clean  hot  water  and  soap. 


No. 

Clean  Plates 

Dirty  Plates 

Cleaned  Plates 

1. 

Sterile 

Coag.  + Staph,  aureus 

Sterile 

2. 

Sterile 

Coag.  Neg.  Staph,  albus 

Sterile 

3. 

Coliform 

R.Subtilis 

Proteus  & Coag.  Neg. 

organisms 

Staph,  albus 

4. 

Sterile 

Coliform  organisms 

B.Subtilis 

Swab  of  washing  water  — coliform  organisms. 
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No. 

Clean  Forks 

Dirty  Forks 

Cleaned  Forks 

1. 

Proteus  & 
B.Subtilis 

Coag.  Neg.  Staph,  albus 

Ikoteus  & B.Subtilis 

2. 

B.Subtilis 

Sterile 

3. 

Sterile 

B.Subtilis 

Sterile 

4. 

B.Subtilis 

Sterile 

Sterile 

After  washing  with  hot  water  and  detergent-steriliser. 


No. 

Cleaned  Plates 

Cleaned  Forks 

1. 

Sterile 

Sterile 

2. 

Sterile 

Sterile 

3. 

Sterile 

Sterile 

4. 

Sterile 

Sterile 

Swab  of  detergent-steriliser  water  — sterile. 

8.  Food  Premises. 

245  visits  were  made  to  food  premises. 

The  food  premises  register  now  contains  records  of  premises  as 


follows  : — 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  131 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  31 

Fish  and  chips  ...  ...  33 

Restaurants,  etc.  ...  ...  45 

Confectioners  ...  ...  38 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  22 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  122 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  26 
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9.  Ice  Cream. 

13  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  during  1953.  This  brings  the  total  of  such  premises  now 
registered  in  this  area  to  122.  In  the  main  these  premises  sell  pro- 
prietary brand  pre-packed  ice  cream.  Less  than  six  ice  cream 
vendors  in  the  area  now  make  their  own  ice  cream. 


35  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  upon 
the  results  of  Methylene  Blue  Tests  were  graded  as  follows  : — 


Provisional  Grade  I 
„ II 
„ III 
„ IV 


30 

5 

Nil 

Nil 


For  the  first  time  since  ice  cream  samples  have  been  taken 
regularly,  no  samples  were  graded  below  Grade  II. 

13  of  these  samples  were  taken  from  ice  cream  produced  in  the 


area. 
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